Wedding Party Responsibilities

Mother of the Bride:

· Arrives at ceremony at designated time

· Escorted down the aisle by Best Man or Head Usher, to his right, before the procession begins

· Is the last person to be seated before procession begins

· Stands up to signal the processional

· Is escorted out by the Bride’s Father, immediately following last bridesmaid and usher during recessional

· Dances with the Groom after the first dance at the reception

· Acts as hostess at reception

Father of the Bride:

· Stuffs picture frames

· Arrives dressed at ceremony at designated time

· Escorts Bride down aisle, to her left during processional

· When officinal asks, “Who gives this bride away?” answer, “Her mother and I do”  (or something similar)

· Escorts Bride’s mother, to her left, immediately following last bridesmaid and usher, during the recessional

· Can witness signing of marriage certificate

· Dances with the Bride after the first dance

· Acts as the Host of the reception

Mother of the Groom:

· Arrives dressed at the site at designated time

· Escorted down the aisle by Best Man or head usher, to his right.  Before the Mother of the Bride is seated.

· Escorted out by Groom’s Father, to his right, immediately following Bride’s parents.

· Can be a witness to signing of marriage certificate

Father of the Groom:

· Offers toast to Bride at rehearsal dinner

· Arrives dressed at ceremony at designated time

· Follows the Mother of the Groom as she is escorted to her seat during recessional

· Escorts Groom’s mother, to her left, immediately following Bride’s parents during recessional

· Can witness signing of marriage certificate

Best Man:

(PROCESSIONAL)

· Responsible for organizing usher’s activities

· If needed, drives Groom to the ceremony site

· Arrives dressed at ceremony at designated time

· Brings marriage license to the wedding

· Pays reverend, musicians, and other service professional the day of the wedding

· Escorts Bride’s mother to her seat

(RECESSIONAL)

· Escorts Maid of Honor immediately following Flower Girl and Ring Bearer during the recessional

· Witnesses the signing of marriage certificate

· Offers first toast at reception. Usually before dinner

· Keeps Groom on schedule

· May give couple ride to Honeymoon suite

· Oversees returning of tuxedo rental of Groom and ushers, on time and in good condition

Maid of Honor:

(PROCESSIONAL)

· Arranges the Bride’s veil and train before the processional and recessional (and if needed at front arch, may need to pass your bouquet to the maid behind you)

· Follows bridesmaids and precedes ring bearer and flower girl in the processional and recessional

· Stands to the left of the bride, and slightly behind her, on diagonal facing guests, during the ceremony

· Holds Bride’s bouquet when needed during the ceremony

(RECESSIONAL)

· Escorted out by Best Man, immediately following ring bearer and flower girl

· May witness signing of marriage certificate

· Keeps Bride on schedule

· Dances with the Best Man during Bridal Party Dance

Ring Bearer:

· Arrives dressed at ceremony at designated time

· Carries wedding pillow with rings attached

· Follows Maid of Honor down aisle during procession

· Stand behind the Best Man during ceremony.  May sit with parents during ceremony

· Walks beside Flower Girl, to her left, following the Bride and Groom, during the recessional

Flower Girl:

· Arrives dressed at ceremony at designated time

· Hands out rose petals and bubbles 15 minutes before procession.  With help of Ring Bearer and Guest Book Attendant

· Follows Maid of Honor during procession, carries basket of rose petals to toss along Bride’s path down the aisle during procession

Tidbits & Thoughts

Don’t Forget

· Marriage License

· Rings

· Camera, Batteries and Film for rehearsal

· Cake Knife

· Guest Book and Pen

· Garter

· Bouquet

· Something Old

· Something New

· Something Borrowed

· Something Blue

· Safety Pins, Sewing Kit, Tape

· Bobby Pins for hair flowers

· Aspirin, Breath Mints

· Toasting Glasses or Goblets

· Flower Girl Basket

· Bubbles

· List of special photos needed from photographer

· Plan ahead for centerpiece giveaway (without vase)

· Reserve parking places for Reverend, Flower Delivery, and for ceremony

· Large envelope for gift cards

· Picture frame placards

